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Dear Christ Church Family,
A lot of comfort, hope, strength, and guidance can be found in
scripture. There are countless passages that we may be immediately
drawn to. These are verses that speak directly to our hearts. There
are other passages that we may tend to shy away from. Thanks be to
God for the church lectionary. It forces us to look at most biblical
passages at least once every three years.
One of those “avoided” texts for some is Luke 18:9-14, the Pharisee
and the Tax Collector. As you may recall, the Pharisee is a strict
observer of the Law of Moses, while the tax collector is characterized
as a person living a less than pristine life. In addition, the Pharisee
can be judgmental and self-focused, while the tax collector is more
self-aware and focused on God’s mercy.

There’s an old “Calvin and Hobbes” comic strip in which Calvin is
talking to his stuffed tiger Hobbes (whom he imagines to be real and his best friend).
He says: “People are so self-centered.” Then he adds philosophically, “The world
would be a better place if people would stop thinking about themselves and focus on
others for a change.” Hobbes sort of rolls his eyes and thinks aloud, “Gee, I wonder
who that might apply to.” Calvin answers, “Me! Everyone should focus on me!” The
cartoon character Calvin sounds a lot like the Pharisee in the parable. For country
music fans, our Pharisee may have reminded you of the title of the popular country
song from a few years back, “I Want to Talk About Me.” A friend of mine refers to
those people as the “ME-MEs” of the world. The “ME-ME” part of the Pharisee’s
personality doesn’t bother me as much as the judgmental attitude he is exhibiting in
the passage. Maybe to some extent it is part of human nature.
I wonder how many times, even subtly, that good people make others feel less than
them even in religious settings? How many times do good people expect others to
follow only their example of a truly virtuous life? How many times do good people say
they welcome all, but make others feel less than welcome or not good enough? And
that attitude was exactly what Jesus was warning about in Luke when he chastised the
Pharisee’s behavior. He made it clear that righteousness that exalts itself over others is
not righteousness.
We must all remember that we are not perfect people. We are just like everyone else,
and our actions are not somehow made better at the expense of others. God does not
want us to continually proclaim how great we are – God already truly knows us. Our
task is to recognize those growing edges within us, to not beat ourselves up, but to do
the work to strive to be the best version of ourselves possible. Because we believe that
if a person tries to be faithful, God will take that person and lovingly use that person,
flaws and all.
And that is Good News!
God’s love and guidance,

Don’t forget to
like us on
Facebook!

Father Troy

Comment

NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES
On October 29, 2022, Anne Galvin was elected as a
Deputy to General Convention. She will be one of
the individuals approving the next Presiding Bishop of
the Episcopal Church. We are in good hands!
All Saints’ Sunday will be held on November 6. The
necrology will be read at both services. Please submit
the names you would like to have included to the
church office by Wednesday, November 2.
Arthur John Peck Jr., 82, passed away
peacefully on October 3 with his family
by his bedside. He died from a
glioblastoma brain tumor. John was an
active member of Christ Church, serving
as a lay reader, warden, and vestry
person. He understood the importance of
community and service, volunteering
countless hours with social and cultural
organizations. John’s death is a huge
loss for his family, Christ Church, and the Corning
community. A service was held at Christ Church on
October 22. Please keep Susan, David, Emily, and all of
John’s family and friends in your prayers.
Father Troy, Thank you for blessing me on October
1 at the Blessing of the Athletes at Christ Church. It
moved me to tears. Your service and congregation
were amazing. See you next year! Cathy Handt

On October 25, 2022, Rich Murray was elected to the
Stewart Park Apartments Board of Directors. At
that same meeting, the following board members were
reelected as officers: David Smith, President; The Very
Rev. Troy Preston, Vice President; Sara Altmansberger,
Secretary; and Tom Hart, Treasurer. A moment of
silence was observed in memory of longtime board
member John Peck.
After five years as
Director of Ready,
Set, Grow Child
Care Center,
Colleen Coro has
resigned to accept
the presidency of the
Corning Area Chamber
of Commerce. On
October 27, 2022, a
beautiful farewell
party was held in
Houghton Lounge.
Colleen’s leadership
has been invaluable at
the center and she
will be greatly missed.

Pictured above: Colleen Coro
expressing her appreciation to
the center’s board and staff.

October 2 was
Sexton
Appreciation
Day at Christ
Church. On
October 3, John
discovered a
strange plant
growing in the
church gardens.
The plant was
covered with
money and lottery
tickets. We sure
hope he finds
more of those
plants at Christ
Church Corning.

Troy, Many thanks for formatting and printing the
programs for Gordon’s memorial service. They were as
special as I had hoped. Bless you, Sandy VanWormer
A check for $250 was sent on October 19 for the
Bishop’s Appeal. Thank you to all who donated.

Thanks, John! You
are appreciated!
Sunday In-Person Attendance Report

Our UTO Ingathering was held on October 23.
Thank you for all of the donations. Due to your
generosity, we were able to write a check for $400.
We are all truly thankful, every day.
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A Rainbow in the Clouds: Stewardship 2023
Dear Christ Church Family,
Bishop Lane recently wrote, “One of the great things about being an Episcopal bishop is the canonical
expectation that a bishop will visit each and every parish at least once in three years. For me, parish
visitations are the highlight of my ministry. I enjoy seeing places and meeting people and engaging with
them about things that matter.”
During his recent visit to Christ Church, he commented on how impressed he was by how well everything
is continuing forward. The Bishop understands that the dark cloud known as the pandemic has changed
every area of life, including the church. Some churches are not recovering as quickly as others. He was
pleased to see Christ Church’s strength and resilience during these particularly peculiar times.
As the Bishop had conversation with the candidates for confirmation and reception, he asked each of
them why they had decided to call Christ Church home. The first person answered that it was the place
where they found “the most love.” Another person answered that they had been authentically and
genuinely “accepted.” A third said they experienced the “healing of old and deep wounds.” As we went
around the table the answers continued to be powerful reminders of the importance of Christ Church and
our ministry and message rooted in God’s love.

There's an African American song from the nineteenth century which says “when it looked like the sun
wouldn't shine anymore, God put a rainbow in the clouds”. After hearing the song, Dr. Maya Angelou
never forgot one important lyric: God put a rainbow in the clouds. She says, “I've had so many rainbows
in my clouds. I had a lot of clouds, but I have had so many rainbows. And the thing to do, it seems to
me, is to prepare yourself so that you can be a rainbow in somebody else's clouds.”
The rainbow, a symbol of hope, promise, equality, peace, justice, and love. Christ Church is that rainbow
in the clouds for many. You are that rainbow in the clouds for many.
So, let us join together to be that light, that rainbow, that blessing, in the clouds. Let us continue to keep
the ministry of Christ Church viable. Please return the enclosed pledge card before Sunday, November
13, 2022. On that day, we will celebrate, reaffirm, and present to God our pledges for the work of hope,
promise, equality, peace, justice, and love at Christ Church and beyond.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment, hard work, and dedication. You are truly making a difference.
Faithfully,

The Very Rev. Troy Preston
Rector

www.christepiscopalcorning.org
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A few photos from the Pet
Blessing on October 4.
St. Francis would be pleased.
The Blessing
May you, beloved pet, be blessed
in the Name of the Father, and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
May you and your family enjoy
life together and may God’s love
be ever present in your life.

The Prayer of St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled
as to console; to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
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Each pet who
attended received
a blessing, a
certificate of
blessing, and a
St. Francis
Medal.

“For every beast
of the forest is
mine, the cattle
on a thousand
hills. I know all
the birds of the
hills, and all
St. Francis of Assisi
that moves in the
Francis, the son of a prosperous merchant of Assisi, was
field is mine.”
- Psalm 50:10-11

Meditations on
the Prayer of
St. Francis

born in 1182. His early youth was spent in harmless
revelry and fruitless attempts to win military glory.

Various encounters with beggars and lepers pricked the
young man's conscience, and he decided to embrace a life
devoted to Lady Poverty. Despite his father's intense
opposition, Francis totally renounced all material values,
and devoted himself to serve the poor. In 1210 Pope
Innocent the Third confirmed the simple Rule for the
Order of Friars Minor, a name Francis chose to emphasize
his desire to be numbered among the "least" of God's
servants.

Continuing into
November, the folks
attending Noonday
Prayer will be
reflecting on the
different petitions of
the Prayer of St.
Francis.

The order grew rapidly all over Europe. But by 1221
Francis had lost control of it, since his ideal of strict and
absolute poverty, both for the individual friars and for the
order as a whole, was found to be too difficult to
maintain. His last years were spent in much suffering of
body and spirit, but his unconquerable joy never failed.

We will be delving
into the meaning of
hatred and love, of
wrong and
forgiveness, of
doubt and faith.

Not long before his death, during a retreat on Mount La
Verna, Francis received, on September 11, Holy Cross
Day, the marks of the Lord's wounds, the stigmata, in his
own hands and feet and side. Pope Gregory the Ninth, a
former patron of the Franciscans, canonized Francis in
1228, and began the erection of the great basilica in
Assisi where Francis is buried.

If this would be of
interest to you,
Zoom in some
Tuesday at noon.
Did you know?
St. Francis is
credited with
staging the first
nativity scene in
1223.

Of all the saints, Francis is the most popular and admired,
but probably the least imitated; few have attained to his
total identification with the poverty and suffering of
Christ. Francis left few writings; but, of these, his spirit of
joyous faith comes through most truly in the "Canticle of
the Sun," which he composed at Clare's convent of St.
Damian's. The Hymnal version begins:

In a cave in Greccio,
Italy, Francis set up
the first nativity
scene complete with
live ox and donkey.

Most High, omnipotent, good Lord, To thee be ceaseless
praise outpoured, And blessing without measure. Let
creatures all give thanks to thee And serve in great
humility.
Holy Women, Holy Men – Celebrating the Saints – page 622

www.christepiscopalcorning.org
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The Pre-Concert Lecture at Christ
Church: Beethoven & Suicide Prevention
was held on October 6. It was an extremely
informative program provided by the
Orchestra of the Southern Finger Lakes and
Suicide Prevention & Crisis Services. We shall
never hear Beethoven’s Symphony No. 2 in
the same way.
Suicide and Crisis Lifeline: Call 988

Pictured Above: Ludwig
van Beethoven
Left: Maestro Toshiyuki
Shimada discusses
Beethoven's Symphony
No. 2, which was
written as Beethoven
came to terms with his
hearing loss and
suicidal ideations.
Left: Tiffany
Bloss provides
participants
with a clear
understanding
of suicide as a
leading cause
of death,
including the
most up-todate research
on suicide
prevention,
and what we
can do in our
community to
save lives.
Right: The
Upcoming OSFL
Concert. You don’t
want to miss it.
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If you were not at Christ Episcopal Church on October 8, you missed
a phenomenal concert. Amy Beach, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and
Ludwig van Beethoven would surely be pleased with the
performance by the Orchestra of the Southern Finger Lakes.

www.christepiscopalcorning.org
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Left: Rich
Comins,
ShelterBox
Ambassador
unloads his car in
preparation for
his presentation
on the important
work of
ShelterBox.
Right: Just some
of the supplies
provided in the
green disaster
relief box.

Carry each
other’s burdens,
and in this way
you will fulfill
the law of Christ.
- Galatians 6:2

From ShelterBox...
Right now, more than 113 million people around the
world have been made homeless by disaster and
conflict. We’re working to change this. By
providing emergency shelter and tools for families
robbed of their homes by disaster, ShelterBox is
transforming despair into hope.
ShelterBox delivers the essentials families need to begin
rebuilding their lives after disaster. Each disaster is
different, and so is every community. We don’t believe
that one size fits all, so we spend time talking
to affected families to make sure we provide the right
support at the right time.
For some disaster-hit communities, our family-sized
tents are the best solution until they are able to start
rebuilding their homes. In other disasters, heavy
duty tarpaulins, ropes and nails are needed to create
emergency shelter or to patch-up damaged buildings.

Pictured above:
The team hard at
work.

Deepest thanks
to Brent
Underwood, Keila
Underwood, and
John Sosa for
helping Rich
Comins set up
the big tent in
Houghton
Lounge.
Left: A ShelterBox
Emergency Shelter
Tent
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Sometimes we provide a small amount of cash to
families, alongside essential shelter materials and
training, when the conditions are right. Tents,
tarpaulins and tools are at the heart of our disaster
responses. But when it’s clear providing cash alongside
shelter essentials will have an even bigger impact on
people’s lives, that’s what we’ll do.

We know that a home is much more than bricks and
mortar or tarpaulin and tent pegs. That’s why we also
offer other disaster relief items that are essential for
survival and can help to turn a shelter into a home.
Again, at ShelterBox, we are trying to transform despair
into hope and you can too.
Thank you.

Coffee Hour Hosts are needed. Please check
out the sign-up sheet in Houghton Lounge or
contact the Parish Office.
Visit Christ Church on the Web

November 2022

We had an amazing coffee hour after
church on October 9. Not only did Kevin
Hillman cater, but we also had a special guest.
Rich Comins, ShelterBox Ambassador,
provided a very insightful presentation
about ShelterBox and their worldwide
disaster relief efforts. Christ Episcopal Church
and all Episcopal Churches in the Southeast
District are trying to raise awareness and
much needed funds for ShelterBox between
now and the end of the year. We are off to a
great start. We have already raised close to
$1,000!!!

The Soft Space also reopened on
October 9.
www.christepiscopalcorning.org
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From Bishop Lane
Dear People of God,
One of the great things about being an Episcopal bishop is the canonical expectation that a bishop will visit each
and every parish at least once in three years. For me, parish visitations are the highlight of my ministry. I enjoy
seeing places and meeting people and engaging with them about things that matter. I’ve now been visiting the
churches of the Diocese of Rochester since March and, on each visit, I’ve had the opportunity to preach and to sit
with the Vestry. In this letter, I’d like to share some impressions from my visits. I was a priest of the Diocese of
Rochester for 30 years, exercising my ministry in Corning, Palmyra, and as part of Bishop McKelvey’s staff. I
actually began working in the diocese earlier, as a youth minister in the Southwest District from 1971 to 1975. I
think I knew the diocese very well. I prided myself on knowing the back way to every parish.
I’ve been struck by how much the diocese has changed. (Trying the back way home from Addison, I got lost! The
roads have changed – or my memory is faulty!) When I was elected Bishop of Maine, there were 54 parishes. Now
there are 44. The clergy have almost completely turned over with only 4 or 5 who are still in place. I’ve discovered
some parishes that are no longer able to elect a full vestry. I’ve discovered some that are unable to hold services
every week. About a quarter of our congregations are currently seeking a priest. I’ve discovered that supply clergy
are in short supply.
The pandemic has also changed us. Online worship (hybrid worship) is a new norm. In-person attendance is
recovering, but slowly and unevenly. And leaders, both clergy and lay, are tired. Some are wondering if they can
carry on. At the same time, so much is unchanged. Many lay leaders have continued to lead. There are familiar
faces wherever I go. And there is a determined spirit to continue our ministries. We love our churches. I have been
deeply touched by the worship services I’ve experienced. We love our buildings, even if they give us a headache.
We love our communities and want to serve them. We are willing to try new things. We are hoping for better days.
The issue for us isn’t the will to continue. The issue is how. What’s the strategy for going forward? How will we
sustain and strengthen our congregations? How will we provide clergy presence and oversight when there aren’t
enough clergy to go around? What can we safely let go? What are the core things that must continue? Is there a
better approach to supporting our congregations than grants which are available only if there is a priest present?
In my Address to our 91st Diocesan Convention, I will present some proposals for a new strategy for supporting
our churches. I’ll make that Address available to the diocese as a whole at the same time. I believe it’s time for a
conversation about a new approach to being The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Rochester. It will mean some
important changes, but I think we’re up to it. I look forward to the opportunity to continue the conversation with all
of you.
Peace,
+Steve

October 16 was another glorious morning at Christ Church. The Holy Spirit was flying low and
close as Bishop Steve Lane offered the Rite of Confirmation, Reaffirmation, and Reception.

Pictured above is Bishop Lane meeting
with Vestry before the 10 a.m. service.
A framed copy of the
above photo was given to
Bishop Lane during his
visit. It was taken in 1983
when he was Assistant
Rector at Christ Church.
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There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this
place, And I know that it’s the Spirit
of the Lord.

Pictured with Bishop Lane and Father Troy are the
newest Episcopalians at Christ Church Corning: (L-R)
Serge Minko, Jane Casper, Francis Curran, Kelsie
Curran, Lizz Jones (reaffirmed), Barb Larson, Dan
Larson, Chris DesRochers, and Don DesRochers.
Visit Christ Church on the Web
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www.christepiscopalcorning.org
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NOVEMBER CELEBRATIONS & INFORMATION
Birthdays
11/3 Candice Hill
11/4 Susan Peck
11/5 Gale Galusha
11/7 Robert Castilone
11/8 Deb Townsend
11/13 Lisa Gillis
Diana Macko
11/16 Barbara Clark
Chris DesRochers
Bill Scheidweiler, Jr.
11/19 Anne Galvin
Mason Galvin
11/20 Peter Maier
Sara Soper
11/22 Sandra Young
11/23 Richard Kurchey
11/24 Lois Butler
11/26 Francis Behan
11/27 Maisie Houghton

Altar Flower Donors
11/6 Zimmerman / Pinkston
11/13 L. Jones
11/20 Adamy
11/27 Galvin

November 15: Juan Jones, Parker
Grayson, Lizz Jones; John & Lynda
Gangeme, Earle & Lisa Gillis, Rug & Sara
Altmansberger; the Wentzel, Koenig, and
Scheidweiler families; Missions.

Communion Elements
11/6 Maier
11/13 Yoganathan
11/20 L. Jones
11/27 Tobin

November 22: Connie Judd, Gene
Saunders, Kevin Cusick; Rick & Myra
Graham, Richard & Melissa Murray, Patricia
Pinkston & Robert Ranger; the Blouin, Cole
-Teeter, and Fairbrother families;
Newcomer Greeters.

The following parishioners,
families and committees will
be prayed for at our Tuesday
noontime services in November :

November 1: Bobby Rockwell,
Lois Butler, Amy Burns; Chris &
Don DesRochers, Jamie & Maisie
Houghton, John & Katharine Van
Zanten; the Yehl, Yorio, and
**If your birthday or anniversary Yoganathan/Rajaratnam families;
is not listed, please contact the
Altar Guild.
office.**
November 8: Joyce Clark, Loretta
Preston, Marion Ivy; Ken & Dena
Scott, Gary & Carole Herrlich,
Howard & Jan Farnsworth; the
Underwood, Herrmann, and Kutka/
Balthazor families; Choir.

November 29: Linda Bates, Bill
Scheidweiler, Patty Davis; Phil & Cathy
Hubbard, Richard & Linda Franklin, Richard
& Alexandra Berg; the Hill, Walters, and
Galvin families; Vestry.
Continue to remember those who are
ill or recovering: Ted Heagle, Mary Lee
Fairbrother, Pat Bachman, Nancy Grant,
Gary Herrlich, Dan Fenderson, Beatrice
Flint, Frank Kelly, those suffering from
COVID-19, and those on our Prayer Chain.

Don’t forget to set your
clocks back one hour on
Sunday, November 6.

NOVEMBER ONLINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR CHRIST CHURCH
Sundays at 10 a.m. (Live-Streamed)
Subscribe to us on YouTube for all our broadcasted services. You may also look for the link posted on
our Facebook page before each service.
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEPDBaceNux_FzdUi1bRpZA
Tuesdays at Noon (Zoom)
Zoom Service:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82804939353?pwd=c0ZwUFVHaWxzVVg0MFh1cUt6OGhkQT09
Meeting ID: 828 0493 9353 Passcode: 1225 Telephone: 1 646 876 9923
Comment is published 10 months of the year. The following teams prepare each edition:
Editors & Layout: The Very Rev. Troy Preston & Kristen Mason
Proofreaders: The Very Rev. Troy Preston & Kristen Mason
Folders: Kristen Mason
The newsletter is distributed electronically, except to those who do not have computer access. Please contact the Church
Office with any changes to your email or home addresses.
The deadline for submitting articles for the next issue of Comment is November 23.
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NOVEMBER LAYREADER SCHEDULE
Sunday, November 6 at 8 a.m.
Brent Underwood - Reader & Prayers

Sunday, November 20 at 8 a.m.
Rob Shaw - Reader & Prayers

Sunday, November 6 at 10 a.m.
Parker Grayson - Reader & Necrology
Barb Cook - Prayers & Necrology
John Sosa - Media Tech

Sunday, November 20 at 10 a.m.
Jessica Hood - Reader
Juan Jones - Prayers
John Sosa - Media Tech

Sunday, November 13 at 8 a.m.
Michael Sellers - Reader & Prayers

Sunday, November 27 at 8 a.m.
Marion Ivy - Reader & Prayers

Sunday, November 13 at 10 a.m.
Joni Makowiec - Reader
Anne Galvin - Prayers
Loretta Preston - Media Tech

Sunday, November 27 at 10 a.m.
Marion Ivy - Reader
Pam McCarthy - Prayers
Loretta Preston - Media Tech

Stewart Park
Giving Tree
Christ Church will be
adopting five Stewart
Park families this year.
Each family will be
receiving a Wal-Mart gift
card for food and gifts,
along with a gift basket.
We are currently trying to collect
$2000 to purchase these items.
If you would like to contribute, please
mail your check to the church office
and note “Giving Tree” on the memo
line. We will be collecting donations
through the months of October and
November. No donation is too big or
too small.
Thank you for helping to
make Christmas a little
merrier for these families
during this difficult time.
Please contact the
church office with any
questions.
www.christepiscopalcorning.org
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