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On September 17, 2022, we gathered at Christ Church to give thanks for the life of 
Amory Houghton, Jr. I was so moved and inspirited by the tributes offered by his 
children, that I asked Rob Houghton if I could share his remarks in this issue of 
Comment. I assure you, they are well worth reading. Father Troy 
 

Rob’s talk at Amo’s Memorial Service 
September 17, 2022 

 

Hello. I’m Rob, Amo & Ruth’s second child. As you all know, these last 2 and a half years 
have been challenging and difficult. First the pandemic, which was just in its infancy 
when Amo died in early March of 2020, followed by health & economic trials, political 
chaos, climate change, and many other adversities. Personally, I needed a way to 
understand and cope with these challenges while mourning and honoring my father. The 
answer came to me while reading my father’s journal from the 1950’s and 60’s which 
was tucked into one of his clothes drawers and discovered by my brother Mory, after my 
father’s death.  
 

WWAD or “What Would Amo Do?”... a simple phrase that has helped guide me through 
much of the last couple of years. So what would Amo do now, here, today?... As many 
of you know Amo was big on Thanks Yous. He was the only person I know who would 
write you a thank you note for your thank you letter to him. So, the first thing Amo 
would do today is to thank all of you for being here...some who have walked down the 
hill and some who have traveled long distances. In his last year, Amo and I had many 
conversations, some easy, some hard. One series of talks was around his death and 
when asked where he wanted to die, he quickly said, in his home in Corning. When I 
asked where he wanted his funeral and memorial services, again the answer was... only 
one service in one place, here in Corning with the people he knew and loved so much.  
 

Next, on the WWAD list, Amo would be sure to give a special thanks to the many 
dedicated people who were part of his support & health care team. I know one is 
watching now from her home in Ireland and I know most of his amazing team in Corning 
is here today. On behalf of my family, I can’t thank you enough for the love, 
attentiveness and care you gave to my dad, especially during his last few years. You 
were truly his second family, and we, his first family, owe you a huge debt of gratitude.  
 

Amo was also never one to want the spotlight on himself, so in thinking WWAD next, I 
know he would want us to take a moment to think about and honor all those in this 
community who are the essential care providers (professionals as well as friends and 
relatives) and all of those who stepped up to help others during these difficult years... 
He would also want us to remember all those who have died or become infirmed 
because of the virus and its many repercussions...  Lastly, he would remind us that this 
special community, Corning, has faced hardship before (like the flood 50 years ago) and 
has shown the grit and collective spirit to overcome, work together, stay strong, and 
persevere. 
 

My dad was many things to many people: boss, friend, parent, colleague, neighbor, 
politician, drummer, parishioner. However, everyone who knew him recognized and 
appreciated his honesty, caring, generosity, sense of humor, and his genuine interest in 
people...everyone. As a person born into wealth and privilege, Amo could have easily 
used his position as a means of power and control. Instead, he understood that his 
advantages demanded that he use his inherited privilege to make the world a better 
place. He was a man of profound faith, in God yes, but also in the innate goodness of 
people. And he believed above all that he had a responsibility to do everything in his 
power to focus on others, not himself. (continued) 
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NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES 
If you wish to have a pastoral visit by telephone, 
in-person, or through Zoom, please call the church  
office. Father Troy would be delighted.  
 

If COVID levels remain low in our area, Coffee Hour, 
will resume on Sunday, October 9, following the 10 
a.m. service. Father Troy and Kevin will be providing 
the refreshments. The sign-up sheet is in the back of 
the church. 
 

Bishop Stephen Lane will be visiting on October 
16. During his visit, he will administer the Rite of         
Confirmation, Reaffirmation, and Reception. There will 
be one service that day at 10 a.m.  
 

We have an opportunity to support Troop 2 with 
their Boy Scout Popcorn Sales. All proceeds from 
our purchases will go toward their scholarship fund to 
help send scouts on trips and to camp. Last year we 
were able to help send several scouts to Camp Gorton. 
Anne Galvin will be taking orders and collecting      
payments now through October 15. Flavors include 
Movie Theatre Microwave popcorn, kettle corn, and 
white cheddar. Also available are tins: chocolate     
caramel drizzle, chocolate pretzels, mixed nuts, and 3-
way cheese popcorn. There is also a special Buffalo 
Bills tin this year. Please see Anne to place your order 
and help support our own Troop 2. She can accept 
cash or check to BSA Troop 2. 
 

We are pleased to announce that our Soft Space will 
open back up on Sunday, October 9. 

Sunday In-Person Attendance Report 

September 4 41 

September 11 45 

September 18 74 

September 25 70 

All Saints’ Sunday will be held on November 6. The 
necrology will be read and candles lit at both services. 
Please submit the names you would like to have      
included to the church office via email or phone no       
later than Wednesday, November 2.  
 

Dear Troy and the entire Christ Church family, We want 
to thank you for your hospitality, healing, and 
hope that was extended to the family and friends of 
Judy Bliss. We all felt as though our mother and friend 
was a part of the ceremony on June 25, 2022. We are 
so blessed to have the Christ Church family be part of 
our family. Thank you, Scott & Kathy Bulkley, Mark & 
Robin Bulkley, Erin McLoud, Scott Chilson,   Jason & 
Lyndsey Bliss, Katie & Greg DiPalma, Richard Bliss, Neil 
Bulkley, and all of our families. 

In November of 1950 he wrote: “ I wonder when and in what way a person knows that he is doing what he is 
meant to do...whether he is contributing as much as he should...how can he do more..” 
 

And then later that year he wrote:  
 

“The final test is not how much money you made or where you went or who you knew...or the position you had 
but what you did for people. Really, when you hang up your suit and you are on the way out, That’s the test for 
everyone. What did you do for people? That’s the whole thrust.” 
 

Amo was a man of decency and integrity, and he also was a man of action. When I used to sit with him and    
complain about the many problems in the world today, he would listen attentively and patiently and when I was 
done he would pause and say...”OK...so what are you going to do about it ?” and   
inevitably he would follow with, ”and what can I do to help”. Dad was not perfect and, 
like all of us, made his share of mistakes, but he was not afraid to listen & learn, and 
he never lost sight of his deeply rooted principles. Throughout his adult life, he strived 
for unity vs division, civil dialogue vs partisan discord, hope vs fear, truth vs fiction... 
and he acted on all he believed in (sometimes at significant personal cost) not because 
it was popular, but because it was the right thing to do.  
 

When Amo died, we received many letters and articles praising his good works and 
impressive attributes. What struck me most, however, is how many of the articles   
emphasized what a ‘unique individual’ and ‘one of a kind’ person he was. Yes, Amo 
was an amazing person... but at a time when the world needs more people like him, 
why was he so unique? 
 

So, in honor of my dad, here is my challenge to all of us. The next time any of us has 
a problem, dilemma, disagreement, or complaint, take a moment and ask            
yourself...WWAD / “What Would Amo Do”? Then maybe, just maybe, he can still walk 
among us while we all strive to make the world a better and more inclusive place for 
everyone. Maybe then, his legacy...while always being significant...will not ‘always’ be 
so unique. Amo 
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Please bring your pets and 
join us for our annual 

Blessing of our Pets on 
Tuesday, October 4, at 6 
p.m. The service will be 
held on the church lawn.  

Stewart Park Giving Tree 
 

Christ Church will be adopting 5 Stewart Park families this 
year. Each family will be receiving a Wal-Mart gift card for food 
and gifts, along with a gift basket. We are currently trying to 
collect $2000 to purchase these items. If you would like to  
contribute, please mail your check to the church office and 

note “Giving Tree” on the memo line. We will be  
collecting donations through the months of October and November. 
No donation is too big or too small. Thank you for helping to make  
Christmas a little merrier for these families during this difficult time. 

Please contact the church office with any questions. 

Thank you to The Rev. 
Michael Hartney for 

being our guest priest on 
Sunday, September 11. 
We enjoyed his visit to 

Christ Church. 

Congratulations to   
Rebecca Ciotti and 

Matthew Thomason. 
Father Troy officiated at 

their wedding on        
September 10, 2022. We 
wish them a lifetime of 

happiness and love. 

Best wishes to Josh 
Barrett and Kevin 
Tracey who were     
married on September 
23, 2022, in             
Pennsylvania. May God’s 
blessings fill their life  
together. 
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Bampa's House is currently creating this beautiful and tranquil  
patio space at their comfort care home in Corning. Christ Episcopal 
Church is honored to have helped support this special project and 

their ongoing mission and ministry.  

Did you know that Christ 
Church, Corning was one 

of the sponsors of a    
recent golf tournament to 

support Act-N-Do and 
Folds of Honor?  Act-N-
Do received $10,000 

which will enable them to 
assist many during this 

upcoming holiday season. 
 

Pictured to the left is the 
Christ Church Tee Sign.  
Pictured to the right is 
Loretta Preston selling raffle 
tickets at the tournament.  
Pictured to the bottom left 
are representatives from        
Act-N-Do receiving a check 
from tournament officials. 

Pictured below are 
many of the Corning 
Area Clergy who    
gathered at Fran’s 
Landing on September 
28, for lunch. A good 
time was had by all.  

Pictured to 
the right 
are many 
of those 
who meet 
regularly 
for    
Noonday 
Prayer 
via 
Zoom. 
They came 
together 
on      
Sunday, 
September 
25, to 
share a 
meal. It 
was a  
delightful 
evening.  
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Pre-Concert Lecture and Suicide Prevention Talk 
Thursday, October 6 at 7 p.m. 

FREE 
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Birthdays 
10/1 Donald DesRochers 
10/5 George Roy 
 Riley Scheidweiler 
10/6 Bill Sheidweiler 
10/8 Cynthia Maier 
10/9 John Van Zanten 
10/10 Myra Graham 
 Laura Wentzel 
10/11 Linda Franklin 
10/13 Katerina Hulme 
 Kristen Mason 
10/14 Amy Burns 
 Charles Jones 
10/17 Harold Mason 
 Melissa Murray 
10/19 Lizz Jones 
10/20 John Galvin 
10/26 Jacob Cole 
10/27 Kathleen Cole-Teeter 
 Ethan Wentzel 
 

Anniversaries 
10/3 Ken & Dena Scott 
10/10  Rich & Alexandra Berg 
 Gary & Carole Herrlich 
10/15 Richard & Rhonda 
 Grzybowski 
 

**If your birthday or anniversary 
is not listed, please contact the 
office.** 

Altar Flower Donors 
10/2 Cook 
10/9 Saunders / Bayer 
10/16 Scheidweiler / Herrlich 
10/23 M. Fairbrother / Zimmerman 
10/30 L. Preston / Murray 
 

Communion Elements 
10/2 Doutt 
10/9 Yoganathan 
10/16 McDonald 
10/23 M. Fairbrother 
10/30 Galvin 
 

The following parishioners, 
families and committees will be 
prayed for at our Tuesday     
noontime services in October: 
 

October 4: James Kirk, Marcia 
Adamy, Lee Kent; Ed & Mary  
Franklin, Serge Minko & Jane     
Casper, Chuck & Martha Tober; the 
Koenig, Scheidweiler, and Blouin 
families; Hospitality. 
October 11: Linda Reimer, Doug 
Osgood, Ted Heagle, Mary Jay  
Connor; Richard &  Linda Franklin, 
Stephen & Pauline Morley; the   
Cole-Teeter, Fairbrother, and Hill 
families; Building & Grounds. 

OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS & INFORMATION 

Comment is published 10 months of the year. The following teams prepare each edition: 
 
Editors & Layout: The Very Rev. Troy Preston & Kristen Mason 

Proofreaders:  The Very Rev. Troy Preston & Kristen Mason 

Folders: Kristen Mason 
 
The newsletter is distributed electronically, except to those who do not have computer access. Please contact the Church 
Office with any changes to your email or home addresses. 

The deadline for submitting articles for the next issue of Comment is October 20. 

October 18: Marcia Peters, Patty  
Campbell, Anne McClenachan; Richard & 
Verna Freer, Charlie & Bonnie Tyo, Troy 
& Amanda Erickson; the Walters, Galvin, 
and Hood families; Worship. 
October 25: Jerry Richards, Sandra 
Young, Tim Decker; Deb & Chris     
Townsend, Ed & Mary Lee Fairbrother, 
Richard & Gale Galusha; the Castilone, 
Scott, and Hulme families; Stewardship. 
 

Continue to remember those who 
are ill or recovering: John Peck, Ted 
Heagle, Gary Herrlich, Dan Fenderson, 
Beatrice Flint, those suffering from 
COVID-19, those affected by Hurricane 
Ian, and those on our Prayer Chain.  

OCTOBER ONLINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR CHRIST CHURCH 
 

Sundays at 10 a.m. (8 a.m. on October 2) (Live-Streamed)   
 

Subscribe to us on YouTube for all our broadcasted services. You may also look for the link posted on 
our Facebook page before each service.  
 
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEPDBaceNux_FzdUi1bRpZA 
  

 
Tuesdays at Noon (Zoom)  
 

Zoom Service:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82804939353?pwd=c0ZwUFVHaWxzVVg0MFh1cUt6OGhkQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 828 0493 9353 Passcode: 1225 Telephone: 1 646 876 9923  
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PayPal 
Giving just got a little easier.  

Visit www.christepiscopalcorning.org to 
learn more. 

 

*Please note that a 2.59% + $0.49 fee does get applied 
to the church.*  

Christ Episcopal Church, Corning 
is approved by AmazonSmile to 
receive donations. When you 
shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon 
will donate to Christ Episcopal 
Church, Corning. Please  support us every time 
you shop, by selecting us as your non-profit of 
choice.  

Saturday, October 1 at 4 p.m. 
Bill Scheidweiler - Reader 
Anne Galvin - Prayers 
 

Sunday, October 2 at 8 a.m. 
Rob Shaw - Reader & Prayers 
Loretta Preston - Media Tech 
 

Sunday, October 9 at 8 a.m. 
Brent Underwood - Reader & Prayers 
 

Sunday, October 9 at 10 a.m. 
Parker Grayson - Reader 
Juan Jones - Prayers 
John Sosa - Media Tech 
 

Sunday, October 16 at 10 a.m.  
Jan Farnsworth - Reader 
Barb Cook - Prayers 
Loretta Preston - Media Tech 

Sunday, October 23 at 8 a.m. 
Rob Shaw - Reader & Prayers 
 

Sunday, October 23 at 10 a.m. 
Rich Grzybowski - Reader 
Pam McCarthy - Prayers 
John Sosa - Media Tech 
 

Sunday, October 30 at 8 a.m. 
Marion Ivy - Reader & Prayers 
 

Sunday, October 30 at 10 a.m. 
Nancy Doutt - Reader 
Joni Makowiec - Prayers 
Loretta Preston - Media Tech 
 
  

OCTOBER LAYREADER SCHEDULE 

Southeast District Mission Project 
  

The 2022 Southeast District Mission Project is ShelterBox. 
  

The nine Episcopal Churches in the Southeast District of the Episcopal Diocese of Rochester are   
working together to raise much needed funds for the disaster relief efforts of ShelterBox. 
  

ShelterBox has provided over 20 years of disaster relief in 97 different countries, supporting families to 
get back on their feet after hurricanes, earthquakes, conflicts, droughts, cyclones and more.  
  
Each of the nine churches are raising funds over the next few months. Cash and checks will be       
accepted for donations. Please drop them in the ShelterBox container at the back of the church. If 
writing a check, please make it payable to Christ Church with “ShelterBox USA” in the memo. Please 
see Father Troy or a district delegate with any questions. A ShelterBox representative will be 
with us on October 9, during coffee hour. 
 

http://www.christepiscopalcorning.org/?fbclid=IwAR31tm7x66zq9Txv9lqjaZr9fU9y0iE-lKJPjhVJzzzhAft24FpBzeqqu4M
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Christ Episcopal Church 
33 E. First Street 
Corning, NY 14830 

The beautiful flowers 
on Sunday,         

September 18. 

REMINDER: 
 

DUE TO THE  
WINEGLASS   
MARATHON,    

SERVICE TIMES 
WILL BE ALTERED 
THE WEEKEND OF 
OCTOBER 1 & 2.  

 

SERVICES WILL 
BE HELD ON          
SATURDAY,       

OCTOBER 1, AT 4 
P.M. AND        
SUNDAY,           

OCTOBER 2, AT 8 
A.M. PLEASE 
NOTE, THERE 

WILL NOT BE A 
SERVICE ON   

SUNDAY,           
OCTOBER 2, AT   

10 A.M.  


